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Dr. Robert Joustra Explains Launch of the Centre for Christian Scholarship 
REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LIBI is 
JUSTIN EISINGA ‘think-tanks’ to offer the Emerging Public Intellectual 
REPORTER Award. Alongside Cardus, the Acton Institute, and The THE CROWN FEB y] 6 2015 
Centre for Public Justice, this award is focused on “en- ) . 
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That is the question being posed by Dr. Rob Joustra, 
professor of International Studies and Director of the new 
Centre for Christian Scholarship. Redeemer University 
College's latest initiative aims to answer that question, 
placing the university's faculty front and center. 


The primary goal of the Christian university is the educa- 
tion and spiritual formation of students. “The cultivation 
of Christian scholarship for the common good,” according 
to Dr. Joustra, is the secondary goal. It is this secondary 
goal that often does not get attention at Redeemer, some- 
thing that the Centre for Christian Scholarship is aiming to 
improve. 


“There is outstanding, innovative, and important scholarly 
work taking place at Redeemer,” emphasizes Dr. Joustra. 
The Centre aims to highlight this scholarly work through 
several initiatives that will be rolled out over the next year. 
More than anything else, the work of the Centre for Chris- 
tian Scholarship hopes to translate the work of Redeemer’s 
faculty into accessible formats in order to better facilitate 
the transformation of the society we live in. 


One of the major features of the Centre is its consolidation 
of Redeemer’s existing research programs (the Dooyew- 
erd Centre for Christian Philosophy and Pascal Centre for 
Advanced Studies in Faith and Science) alongside the new 
Zylstra Program for Public Scholarship. Together, these 
research programs represent the backbone of Redeemer’s 
academic structure, leading to education and scholarship 
in the humAnities, science and arts. 


The Zylstra Program for Public Scholarship, launching 
with the centre in 2015, is a significant development. The 
program is dedicated to funding research related to issues 
of public concern while at the same time bringing these 
ideas into the public sphere. This will be accomplished 
through the offering of a $25,000 grant to one of Redeem- 
er's faculty. 


Alongside this award, the Centre for Christian Scholarship 
has partnered with several key North American Christian 


als in the Christian academy.” Eligible to any non-ten- 
ured, full time Christian academic under the age of 40, 
this $5000 award aims to highlight Christian scholarly 
and public work. 


The winner of the Emerging Public Intellectual Award 
will also be invited to deliver an address at the Centre’s 
fall conference, which will launch October 28-29 at 
Redeemer. Partnering with Edifide, a professional as- 
sociation for Christian educators, the Centre for Christian 
Scholarship will host “speakers and thinkers contribut- 
ing to faith in our public life.” The theme of this year’s 
conference will be “Purpose, Power, Potential”, and will 
feature Andy Crouch (author of Playing God and execu- 
tive editor of Christianity Today) and Dr. Karen Swallow 
Prior (writer and professor of English at Liberty Univer- 


sity). 


The initiatives being spearheaded by the Centre for 
Christian Scholarship all aim to bring the work tak- 

ing place within the Christian academy to bear on the 
public life of North American society. This may not seem 
relevant to students at first; in fact, students at Redeemer 
may even feel confused at significant additions to the 
university's offerings during a time of faculty and staff 
lay-offs and department reductions. 


“This initiative is part of Redeemer’s broader strategy. 
This centre is one of the strategic areas that we're invest- 
ing,” responds Dr. Joustra. “The story of Redeemer 
2014/2015 is not just about what's going away, it’s 
actually about focusing in new directions and investing 
quite heavily in them. This is a piece of the puzzle. It’s 
about increasing not just our visibility, but it’s also about 
increasing the impact of what we already have.” 


At the end of the day, the Centre for Christian Scholar- 
ship may not seem significant to students. For faculty, 
however, this is a moment many have been waiting for. 
Redeemer has in its midst individuals who have contrib- 
uted greatly to scholarship that has the potential to shape 
public life around the world. This new centre is deter- 
mined to make that even more of a reality. 


ROBERT JOUSTRA 

is the new director of the 
Centre for Christian Fel- 
lowship and a professor of 
political science and inter- 
national development here 
at Redeemer. He is also 

an editorial fellow at The 


Review of Faith & Inter- 
national Affairs, a fellow 
at The Center for Public 
Justice, and blogs for the 
Arc of the Universe (of the 
University of Notre Dame's 
Center for Civil & Human 
Rights). 


50) Shades of Double Standards 


Consuming the Film with One Hand, Condemning Ghomeshi with the Other 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
ALUMNI 


“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, be- 


cause fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 
not made perfect in love. We love because He first loved us.” 
1 John 4:18-19 


It’s an uneasy and provocative thought to have: Jian Gho- 
meshi is Christian Grey. Bill Cosby is Christian Grey. 


with pride and fear. And it teaches us that these acts of fear, 
punishment, and control should be part of true love. 


For those unfamiliar with “Fifty Shades of Grey”, a quick 
synopsis for you: Christian Grey is the suave, rich, and 
masochistic love interest of the innocent and unexacting 
Anastasia Steele. Grey decides that he desires Anastasia, 
who, in turn, falls for him. Grey uses sex as a weapon and 


prompts Anastasia into an agreement wherein she will 
submit to his predatory and controlling sexual behaviours. 
She is to be his at anytime, anywhere, and by any means. 
Her life and emotions are manipulated by Grey, and she is 
persuaded into sexual acts she would not have agreed to 
otherwise — simply because Grey threatens to punish (beat, 
humiliate, assault; choose your own verb) Anastasia if she 
does not comply with his wishes. In Grey’s own words: “I 
love to control.” 


Just like that, we're faced with an interesting cultural crux: 
one where the collective pop-culture’s erotic fantasies find 
themselves aligned and condemned by legal truth. And yet, 
here we are, a people thirsty for a good story, flocking to 
theatres and bookstores, permitting ourselves to witness a 
grotesque and abusive relationship in the name of enter- 
tainment. 


And then, in the same breath, we condemn men such as 
Ghomeshi, or comedian Bill Cosby, for alleged sexual acts. 
Further than hypocrisy, though, the success of this book 
and film signifies self-indulgence and hedonism. It is filled 
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I take a look at the squalls that quietly knock upon 
the netting of my window. I grossly misjudge the 
temperature of this sunny day as my senseless face 
reminds me that apparently the South Pole has 
decided to expand onto my street overnight. I wave 
hello to the friendly penguins dropping the kids 

off at the bus, pass the polar bears taking out their 
garbage with a yawn, and softly remind myself, as 
the three feet of snow engulf my steps, “I’m sure 
California is looking for some fresh graduates to oc- 
cupy their beach houses soon”. 


To shed a little light on my (slightly) exaggerated 
anecdote, I somehow sense that this ‘polar vortex’ 
serves as an unconventional and somewhat painful 
metaphor. There are always little truths tucked into 
the seams of these personal or communal hard- 
ships we go through — ones worth digging into and 
acknowledging. It's something our mothers always 
told us, but, let’s admit it, we're finding it truer with 
time 
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AQ Days of Freeze 


If nothing else, finding a metaphor can be quite 
helpful in letting go of the bitterness we currently 
have for our beautiful country. 


Back to my point. I can’t help but draw a parallel 
from the daily constant struggle of winter, whatever 
that may mean for you. Maybe it’s starting your car, 
walking to the bus stop, walking to school, etc. The 
parallel between this winter battle and the season 
of lent we are currently in, and what it was meant to 
look like. 


My initial reaction to the beginning of the lent sea- 
son was: “Oh, yes! A perfect time to give up a social 
media giant!” which, in essence, is not a bad thing 
at all. However, I started to feel like I was some- 
how missing the point. I was giving up something I 
would in all honesty get back after the 40 days was 
through. 


I didn’t want this lent to be a daily yearning for the 
day when I could gain back a vice I had earlier given 
up. I wanted it to be a daily gift bringing to Jesus — 
the gift of my time. 


I feel that perhaps these 40 days are meant to be 

a struggle, but one that will give us new life when 
Jesus returns, or the day we recognize as His rising 
day. That Jesus will refine my struggle to make time 
for Him daily, and on the 4oth day put my struggle 
of complacency to death, and raise in me a new- 
found love for His presence. 


In the same way, this is what the admittedly awful 
winter parallels. It is a cold, hard, daily struggle. We 
get upset and bitter and frustrated. But when the 
tips of the daises finally show their faces, and the 
snow turns into a fresh drink for the hidden grasses, 
we know that spring has finally come, and there is 
hope for freedom from cold, dreary days. 


It is within the struggle that we eventually appreci- 
ate the newness of the outcome. Let us find hope in 
the fact that our strivings are never all for naught. 
There is newness, there is freedom, and there is life 
where darkness is trod through. 
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In the past few weeks, the Christian community, women's rights communities, and those who 
continually fight against rape and pornography have been diligently writing a treatise to en- 
courage the just of heart to boycott “Fifty Shades of Grey.” I'm not sure their efforts helped. The 
movie grossed $85 million in its first weekend. To put that into perspective, the Oscar-winning 
“Birdman” grossed less than half a million in its first weekend. 


I've read a lot of articles on “Fifty Shades.” I then proceeded to read the book so that I could 
understand what these articles were touching on. Yet, in all my reading, I found that the root 
of the problem with this novel and with the conversations surrounding it was completely 
missed. 


You see, the root conflict is not violence against women, or masochism, or hedonism, It’s not 
even hypocrisy. The root is the distorted representation of a loving relationship this novel pres- 
ents. What should unnerve us all is that this pop-culture phenomenon teaches our young men 
that they must control, and our young women that they must be the controlled, the manipu- 
lated, and the disrespected in order to call their relationship love; if they aren't, something is 
clearly wrong. 


In the novel, Anastasia is the Submissive and Grey is the dominant. She is required to heed his 
every sexual, physical, and controlling whim. He is required to control her. She is required to 
enjoy it. 


Yet, for Christians, this relationship is debunked by rite of Paul’s message to Ephesus. In chap- 
ter 5, he relates the roles of men and women in marriage to the roles of Christ and the Church. 
We all know the texts: “Wives submit yourselves to your husbands” and “Husbands love your 
wives.” We also are all familiar with the church community's struggle with this passage in the 
context of feminism. Yet, this passage uses the same language of submission as Grey’s contract 
with Anastasia. But instead of it relating to sexual acts (all of which the earlier half of Ephesians 
5 forbids), the passage refers to marriage as metaphor for the Church’s relationship with Christ. 


See, submission in the context of Paul’s message is not what Anastasia is required to do. It is 
also not the housewife version of womanhood played out in the 1950s. Submission is equated 
with respect, with adoration. It’s a fierce sort of love, offered out of loyalty and trust and re- 
turned with gentle care, kindness, and compassion. It’s based upon choice, not manipulation. 
The cycle of adoration and love is fundamental to a relationship which truly mirrors Christ. 


We must hold the Ghomeshis, the Cosbys and the Greys accountable for their actions, and we 
must not paint them as heroes in the art of love. 


Thus, submission is not fear — not fear of a person, and not fear of consequence. Love is not im- 
moral. It is not controlling. It is not jealous. It is not Christian Grey. 


Job Opportunities 
Redeemer Clubs are Hiring 


I've found that Redeemer is always so 

rich in its culture. I was surprised by the 
number of club opportunities when I ar- 
rived here in Fall 2013. Of course, there 
were clubs in high school, but they were fairly small and under the radar. As I got to know more 
about Redeemer’s atmosphere I was interested to discover that I could actually get paid for be- 
ing part of some clubs. 


ALICIA WHEATLEY 
SENATE CLUBS COORDINATOR 


As a Student Senator, I currently oversee what we call Senate Clubs. This includes Anno Do- 
mini, The Crown, The Minstrel, Photography Team, and the Rec. Centre. To be a part of these 
teams, students are required to go through a job application process, much like any other job 
for which you would apply. You fill out an application, and you are interviewed by Senate. 


You've probably seen members of the Photography Team at events snapping pictures. They 
capture memories which are handed over to Anno Domini, and the staff of Anno Domini makes 
ee memories timeless in a beautiful yearbook. Senate is currently hiring editors for these 
CluUDS 


The Minstrel is Redeemer’s creative arts magazine, which comes out once a semester. It fea- 
tures student art and creative writing to which you can submit. Senate is hiring two editors for 
The Minstrel for the 2015-2016 academic year. 


Then, of course, there is The Crown. Senate is currently seeking an Editor-in-Chief and several 
other editing positions are also available. 


For any inquiries about clubs positions please contact me at clubs.senate@redeemer.ca. These 
positions are open to all students, and they're all exciting opportunities. Happy clubbing! 
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Entering “The House with the Parapet Wall”: 


Redeemer Hosts John Terpstra’s Book Launch 


ELISE ARSENAULT 
REPORTER 


I am certain of two things upon entering the executive 
dining hall the evening of Thursday, February 5th. Firstly, 
that the event inside will be delectably catered and, sec- 
ondly, that I will hear from a man who works with words 
and wood. 


“John Terpstra: writer and cabinetmaker.” He tells us he 
avoids drawing parallels between the two crafts (calling 
the concept “too cute”), but their semblance is difficult 
to overlook. Both entail the shaping of unlikely parts, the 
drawing from one’s environs, and the fusion of thought 
and senses. I think about their friendship and decide it’s 
no coincidence that he thrives in both. 


Currently living with his wife in Hamilton, Terpstra is 

son to parents who emigrated from the Netherlands to 
Canada shortly before his birth in Brockville, Ontario. He 
writes poetry and prose, with inspiration plucked from his 
Dutch family tree, mined from Hamiltonian landscape, 
and coloured by his experience of faith, relationships and 
hope. 


He’s come to Redeemer to speak about his latest pub- 
lished work: “The House with the Parapet Wall.” 


The book's genesis is at a stationary store in Seattle. 
There, he made a purchase that further swelled his collec- 
tion of journals. In moments he found himself sitting on 
a park bench, cracking the pages’ stiff spine and writing, 
writing all about his mother. 


This is the first half of his book's conception. The second 
is found not on a bench but in the brick and mortar of 
nineteenth-century houses in Hamilton. In time, the story 
of Terpstra’s childhood home collides with the one strung 
between the life and death of his mother. 


“They came simultaneously,” he says, “I just wrote and 

let them come together.” What began as therapy would 
sprout the roots of his next prose project, the pursuit of 
which was encouraged by the editor of the literary journal 
“Hamilton Arts & Letters.” 


this Orchard Sound 


wy 


When Terpstra opens a copy of “The House with the Para- 
pet Wall” that night, I realize I'd never heard an author 
read his or her own book. I am thrilled at the thought of 
the two-fold, two-dimensional hearing of the author's 
voice. I listen with closed eyes, wondering how many 
times he rewrote his first sentence, his first paragraph, 
and if he knows his reading sometimes sounds like sing- 
ing. He speaks in waves with a strong undertow, and all 

at once I'm in the chapter standing next to him, staring at 
a naked brick wall and bearing his unfamiliar grief. His 
words are, as artist Frances Cockburn puts it, “ridiculously 
moving,” and the audience can sense their depth. 


Once the reading is finished, a question and answer period 
begins. One man asks what the author learned about him- 
self throughout this piece’s creation. John Terpstra sort 
of laughs in making reference to the fifth commandment: 
“honour your father and mother.” He goes on to describe 
the divide between his generation and his parents’, mak- 
ing mention of the Vietnam war, hippies and how those 
jagged times led to a willful silence between kinfolk. “I 
didn’t honour them as much as I should have,” he con- 
fesses, “but I believe in a kind of retroactive honouring 

by caring for others from their generation.” He is more 
intentional now than ever in doing so, saying, “It counts! 
And I know [my parents] will understand.” 


This leads him to talk about their passing. His sincerity is 
striking: “I don’t know what to do with death, really.” His 
mother’s diminishing health caused her to lose abilities at 
the same rate she’d gained them as a child; it’s like grow- 

ing in reverse. 


In the wake of this experience, Terpstra contemplates the 
title of a Kate and Anne McGarrigle song: “Why Must We 
Die?” This question would become the mantelpiece under 
which “The House with the Parapet Wall” was written 
(and was its original title). An audience member asks what 
the answer is, and Terpstra’s tongue-in-cheek response 

is “it’s in the book!” One of his most compelling remarks 
comes next, stating that the question is similar to one 
asked by children everywhere, that is, “why must I go to 
bed?” 


“It’s not about the dying but the losing. Nobody wants to 
leave and miss out on what follows.” 


Copies of Terpstra’s works are available at the library and for purchase at the bookstore 


Lastly, John Terpstra is asked why he chose prose over po- 
etry in the making of this project. I smile when he answers 
with reference to woodwork: “It’s like doing a whole reno- 

vation instead of furniture alteration. It’s the longer haul.” 


“It's also sequential,” he continues, “whereas poetry comes 
at its own time and leaves when it wants to. I can't com- 
mand the muse.” 


In closing the evening, Dr. Deborah Bowen praises John 
Terpstra for his physical and spiritual understanding of 
“the passing of things” and for his changing, yet recog- 
nizable, voice. It has been said that people have trouble 
differentiating Terpstra’s poetry from his prose when read 
aloud. I am fascinated by this and make a beeline to the 
book display once the session is over. 


I buy four books and wonder what I should request he 
write in them at the signing table. Those in line before 
me ask for names; theirs, their friend’s, their mom’s ... I 
decide to ask for words. I decide I'd like my four books 

to have four signatures and four of his favourite words. 
When I blurt out my request he just kind of looks at me. 

I repeat myself and he smiles, suggesting I grab some re- 
freshments while he thinks on it. Finger-foods tend to my 
faint embarrassment until I see the fourth book stacked 
on my pile and thank him. 


Then I read the inscriptions. “Chedoke” is written in “The 
House with the Parapet Wall,” “crux” is written in “This 
Orchard Sound,” “Herkimer!” is written in “Falling into 
Place” and “(wordless)” is written in “Naked Trees.” I 
don’t know the reason for each word, but I invite you to 
join me on my literary venture to discover it. 


I am certain of two things upon exiting the executive 
dining hall that Thursday evening: Firstly, that I have en- 
countered a man well versed in pondering and, secondly, 
that his written words will take flight in my mind and root 
in my soul. 


Photos by Elise Arsenault 
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The Specifics of Redeemer's Program Changes 


DOUG NEEDHAM 
PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT, ACADEMIC 


2014-15 marks Redeemer’s 33rd year of provid- 

ing quality Christian university education. Since its 
inception, Redeemer has always worked hard to fulfill 
its mission of equipping students for lives of leader- 
ship and service under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 


Although Redeemer has remained true to that mis- 
sion, the context in which it operates has changed. 
As we strive to carry out our mission in this rapidly 
changing environment, we have, over the years, 
adapted our approach to various aspects of Redeem- 
er's operations, including our academic program. 
We never do so lightly, and we always approach such 
changes with an eye to how we can best prepare you 
and your classmates for that life of leadership and 
service while you are here and after you graduate. 


And that’s why I’m grateful to The Crown for allowing 
me this opportunity to share with you some recent 
changes to our academic program. 

First, a bit of context; last year, the University devel- 
oped a new strategic plan, called Redeemer 2020, to 
address both the challenges and the opportunities of 
this new educational environment. This comprehen- 
sive plan will be affecting many aspects of Redeem- 
er's operations, including the academic program. 

One example of how Redeemer is adapting to this 
new environment is the creation of a new Centre 

for Experiential Learning and Career Development. 
When launched later this year, the Centre will in- 
crease Redeemer’s capacity for offering experiences 
such as internships and co-ops. These are the types of 
opportunities that enrich your learning and provide 
you with the career development skills and experi- 
ences that employers are seeking. 


We are also changing some of our academic offer- 
ings. When we make decisions about what programs 
and courses to offer, we look at, among other things, 
student interest, trends in higher education, and 

how best to equip students for lives of service. For 
example, we want to prepare students to have an 
impact on the front lines of our culture. That's why 
we are so excited to launch a new major in Media and 


Communication Studies this fall. This new program 

will allow students to explore digital media, film and 
television broadcasting, professional writing and the 
impact of media on our culture. 


We are also continuing to develop new courses and 
programs across many disciplines. In the accompa- 
nying sidebar, there is a list of the new majors and 
minors, and of many of the new courses that have 
been approved by our Academic Senate this year. 
The realities of living within a budget also mean that 
we must, unfortunately, make difficult decisions 
about certain existing programs as well. As we an- 
nounced in December: 


- The present Music major is being replaced by a new 
streamlined Music major 

- There are a few programs that will be discontinued 
as of the end of the 2015-16 academic year, including 
the Physics minor, programs in Computer Science, 
the Recreation major and minor, and the honours 
Physical Education major 

- There will be changes to The Religion and Theology 
department. These will allow us to expand our of- 
ferings for students to pursue ministry opportunities 
in areas such as theatre, sport, music, and ministry 
leadership 


I'd like to make clear that all students presently in the 
programs that will be changed or discontinued will be 
able to graduate with the major or minor they are ex- 
pecting. Last fall, I hosted information sessions with 
students from the impacted programs to explain how 
the changes will affect them. In all cases, Redeemer 
remains committed to honouring the promises we 
made to them when they applied to their programs. 
So, for example, if you are presently enrolled in the 
Recreation major, you will be able to graduate with 
that major if you so choose. 


The reductions and modifications have been pain- 
ful, and I ask that you join the rest of Redeemer’s 
extended community in praying for those faculty and 
staff who are most directly affected by the changes. 
Unfortunately, some faculty and several staff on both 
the academic and administrative side will be leaving 
Redeemer. I want to thank them for their years of 
service to our university, its students, and Christian 
scholarship. As a community, we will miss them 
deeply. 


Thank you for giving me this chance to briefly explain 
some of these recent developments. We are excited 
about these new programs and courses and what they 
mean for your educational experience at Redeemer, 
Please be assured that we will continue to develop 
academic programming that will allow you to develop 
your gifts to best serve wherever you are called in 
Christ’s Kingdom. 


If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Registrar's Office or me di- 
rectly. May God bless you as you finish the academic 
year, 


New Programs and Courses Approved by 
the Academic Senate 


Programs: 

- Expanded 4-term Bachelor of Education 
program 

- New Kinesiology honours major (BA) 

- New Health Sciences general major (B.Sc.) 
- New Environmental Studies honours major 
(B.Sc.) 

- New Music major and minor (BA) 


Courses: 

- BIO — Medicinal Botany 

- BIO — Toxicology 

- BUS — Brand Management 

- BUS — Digital and Social Media Marketing 

- BUS — Sales Management 

- ENG — Creative Writing I: Basics of Fiction 
and Poetry 

- ENG — Honours Writing Practicum 

- ENG/HIS — Introduction to Classical Western 
Mythology 

- ENV — Internship 

- FRE — 19th and 20th Century French Poetry 
- HSC — Personal and Social Determinants of 
Health 


-- INS — The Politics of Pilgrimage 


- INS — Human Rights and International Jus- 
tice 

- PED — Clinical and Rehabilitative Exercise 
Prescription 

- PED — Ergonomics 

- PED — Foundations of Anatomy II 

- PED — Physical Activity and Health 

- POL — Comparative Government: Russia and 
Northern Eurasia 


There are also several courses that are being 
developed for the new Media and Communica- 
tion Studies program. They will be announced 
shortly. 
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JUSTIN EISINGA 
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ace for Unbelief in our Churches 


esponse to “Confronting Pluralism in Canada” | : 


REPORTER 


Over the past several years, I have had several friends 
confide in me about their journeys through doubt into 
agnosticism and atheism. These are friends that I had 
regarded as solid defenders of the faith, individuals who 
exemplified strong Christian character through involve- 
ment in church activities and commitments within the 
community. To say their confessions of unbelief startled 
me would be an understatement. ‘ 

* 


Upon listening to them tell their stories, it became clear 


characterized by deep struggles and one too many dark 
nights of the soul. Entering the scary territory of unbelief 
was never easy for any of my friends. In fact, it came after 
months, and in some cases years, of internal angst and 
genuine wrestling with difficult questions. 


Yet, it wasn't that the answers to these difficult questions 
did not suffice and it’s not as though this deep struggle 
did not have its moments of light and hope. What is really 
at the foundation of the disbelief chosen by some of my 
friends is not necessarily this internal struggle, but rather 
deep wounds inflicted by the one organism and institution 
that ought to have exuded love and grace to my friends: 


that their journeys towards agnosticism and atheism were __ the body of Christ. 


Instead of experiencing the freedom that should be found 
in Christian community, too many people in the world 
today have found the opposite to be true. Like my friends, 
many individuals have been deeply hurt by church com- 
munities who saw fit that they should exert control over 
others’ lives instead of modelling what it means to be a 
disciple of Christ. I do not have space to provide examples 
of such harmful occurrences, mainly because that would 
not do justice to these tender experiences, but also be- 
cause these stories are personal. 


(continued on page 11) 
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Stories from a Backyard Service-Learning Trip 
Hamilton Service Learning Trip 2015 Allows Students to See City Realities 


HELENA SCHUURMAN 


“We fix bikes as a way of partnering with God in His re- 
demptive process; we are making beautiful new things out 
of old, ugly bikes,” Andrew explained. 


Pe PKss.,- a 


New Hope Bikes is a co-op program on the east end of Main 
St. that takes old bikes and fixes them, partnering with 
young people from the neighbourhood and teaching them 
how to restore bikes well. The Hamilton Service Learning 
Trip team visited the bike shop on the Tuesday of reading 
week, and we learned about what God is doing through the 
ministry there. 


New Hope Bikes hosts Bible studies for the youth involved 
in the program, teaches the youth basic repair skills, and 
restores old bikes for clients at an affordable price. 


It makes things new; it is redemptive. 


While we were there, I watched staff members and youth 
that are so in love with the work they do. I saw them truly 
delighting, not simply in any finished product, but in the 
process itself. They loved tightening spokes on wheels and : 
shining chrome and adjusting handlebars. They didn’t mind Above & Below: shots of the Service-Learning team 
that it was messy work; in fact, they seemed to like that. 


q 
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We saw a lot of messiness on the trip: dirty apartments with _ = 
awful living conditions, people without homes at the soup i 
truck, and youth with mental illness at the Living Rock just 
to name a few. Hamilton isn’t a bright and shining city a 
lot of the time. It’s gritty and loud. It’s very real — it doesn’t 
hide its messiness. 


jut like old bikes at New Hope, there’s a process we got 

to see, too. There are so many people working, praying, 
advocating, longing, and acting towards something better. 
Something redemptive. We saw God making things new 
through a food bank, an affordable housing unit, a unified 
church body, and a lot of hard, messy work. Any member 
of our team can attest to the fact that there are many, many 
individuals in our city delighting in Christ’s long and slow 
process of redemption. And we get to take part in it all and 
delight in it. 


AMANDA BOLTON 


One theme that I noticed throughout the Hamilton Service Learning Trip is that there is power in 
community. We visited multiple organizations in downtown Hamilton that are shining the light of 
Christ in the communities where they are placed. 


These organizations treat the people that they serve with dignity and respect. For example, Indwell 
provides quality affordable housing at a price that individuals on the Ontario Disability Support 
Program can afford. There are many other apartments in Hamilton that are poor quality and 
individuals are paying more for. Indwell also has opportunities for the tenants to interact with each 
other through activities such as cooking classes in their community kitchen. The staff also makes 
themselves available to the tenants so the tenants are able to voice any concerns that they have. I 
did my social work placement at the Wentworth location at Indwell last semester, and I felt very 
welcome there. When we visited the Perkins Center on this trip, I still felt that welcoming atmo- 
sphere even though I was at a different location. 


I also had an opportunity to volunteer at 541 Eatery and Exchange on the trip. I mostly helped with 
cleaning the cafe and stocking supplies. The staff there was very helpful if I had questions, and I did 
not feel afraid to ask them questions because they were very approachable and friendly. They made 
conversation with me and made me feel like I was part of the team even though I was only there for 
a few hours. I have also been to 541 multiple times as a customer or as a churchgoer with the group 
that meets there on Sunday afternoons. Through being part of this community, I have realized that 
anyone is welcome. They are welcome regardless of their social class, religion, age, or any other 
aspects of themselves that could possibly create barriers between them and other people. 


Moveln is also another organization that is great for creating community. The point of this move- 
ment is for Christians to intentionally place themselves in communities that are experiencing pov 
erty or other social issues. In Hamilton, there are multiple Christians who are living in apartments 
in the poor parts of Hamilton. They get to know their neighbours through doing things such as 
inviting them over for meals or Bible studies or praying for them, On the trip we talked to some 
one who was a part of Moveln, and I was inspired by how he intentionally interacted with those 
who may not necessarily receive much attention otherwise. Moveln has encouraged me to be more 
intentional within my Redeemer community 


| was also encouraged by the community atmosphere that was created within the team on this trip 


We learned about Hamilton together, but we also laughed and cried together, We were there for 
The team poses in front of New Hope Bikes each other through our happy times and our struggles. This trip has shown me that there is lots 
of hope in Hamilton and that we can also further advance God's kingdom when we are working 


together 
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By this time, you're probably just about ready to catch the first flight to Hawaii, England, or really anywhere other than this overly 
snowy wonderland. The big icicles outside the window once had their charm, but at this point, let’s be honest, we just want them gone! 


So, we have compiled a list of funny, hopeful, and hopefully curing things to help bring summer back in the midst of the winter. 


ELISE ARSENAULT 
REPORTER 


lL. Mae aummertime camping? 


Bring your campsite indoors! Pitch a tent in the living room, prop 
up a hammock and bake s’mores in the oven. Lure some coons 
inside to add to the wildlife feels. Gather your pals and their flash- 
lights inside your woodsy nook and exchange stories until dawn. 


2. Cart ohake the ahivers? 


Keep warm in your coziest onesie (or your roommate’s), tuck 
yourself into your comforter (or your roommate’s) and cuddle 
with your childhood stuffy (or your roommate) until springtime 
awakes, 


Set aside all dreary seasonal media. Mute “Les Miserables,” forget 


“Frozen,” and boycott Bon Iver and his worrisome woes. “Win- 
ter’s Bone” and “The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe” can lie 


dormant for the season. Drink “Sunny D,” relive “500 Days of 
Summer” and spend your days “Walking on Sunshine” with Ka- 
trina and the Waves. 


2 injoy the beach? 


Say “aloha” and crank up the furnace! Turn up a seaside playlist 
(we recommend the Beach Boys and sounds of the ocean), sport 
your flowery, collared attire and bust your best luau dance moves. 
Toss in a beach ball and some ultraviolet radiation for some added 
gnarly fun. 


ry Cngry mith the weather? 


Yell at it! Shake your fist at old man Winter and make your emo- 
tions known to the snow squalls. Write a strongly worded letter, 
stuff it in a Roll-up-the-Rim cup and toss it into a snow drift (or 
don’t — since litter might anger it even more). Better yet, go on a 
quest to find Queen Elsa and negotiate an end to these obscene 
conditions. 


CAMPUS 
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Catching Up With Redeemer Grads: 


Where Are They Now? 


JUSTIN EISINGA 
REPORTER 


Sarah Kuipers 


Name: Sarah Kuipers // Age: 23 


Majors/Minors: Honours Psychology/History — Educa- 
tion Program 


What are you doing with your life? 

I'm teaching! I was very blessed to get jobs at two Chris- 
tian schools in my area. I teach music at Trenton Christian 
School (choir and band classes) and Grade 1 and 2 classes 
at Belleville Christian School (also, Kindergarten P.E.). It 
keeps me busy and I love it! 


How did your education at Redeemer prepare you for 
what you are doing now? 

Redeemer prepared me in many ways. The most obvi- 

ous is that the B.Ed. Program equipped me well for this 
call of teaching (even though any first year teacher will 

tell you that there are some things you just have to learn 
from experience!). My education courses gave me both 

the theoretical framework needed for teaching and the 
practical application for a real classroom. In addition, | 
don't think I realized during my B.A. classes how much 
they would help in terms of challenging and shaping my 
worldview and giving me a broader way to see the world, 
and to see people. The psychology major is especially valu- 
able in my field because it gives me insight to my students’ 
learning and needs. 


What do you miss about Redeemer? 

Living in that community — university is a pretty unique 
opportunity, to live and study and work and relax and 
worship with the same group of people. I made really 
amazing friends, and it was so wonderful to live and learn 
and grow with them. 


Any advice for current students? 

Make the most of your time at Redeemer. I’m not saying 
do everything, but pick a few opportunities that will grow 
your faith and your character. Find friends who will sup- 
port you and challenge you to go deeper in your walk with 
God, ask someone to be your mentor, learn all you can 
from classes (even the core ones), go out into Hamilton 
with a service club, worship with the community ... Those 
were the experiences; when I looked back at my five years 
at Redeemer, that I was the most grateful for. 


What's the weirdest thing you ever found at the bottom of 
your pocket? - 
Good question! Recently at church I reached into my coat 
pocket for a pen and came up with a valve from a trumpet 
and a clarinet reed instead! 


————— kas indichensniaaminienenaeenaneaadde 


Name: Brandon Richardson // Age: 23 


Majors/Minors: Religion & Theology Honours Major / 
Business Minor 


What are you doing with your life? 
Pastoring a student church called The Embassy (the-em- 


bassy.org) alongside my wife, Emma 


How did your education at Redeemer prepare you for 


what you are doing now? 


From an early age I knew that I wanted to pastor a church. 


I took an unconventional route (at least from the view- 
point of the denomination I grew up in) and found myself 
at Redeemer. The diversity in denominations and courses 
at Redeemer gave me a broad perspective on life inside 
and outside of the Church. The education and individu- 
als at Redeemer gave me a well-rounded view on life; the 
community formed me. 


What do you miss about Redeemer? 

Where do I start? Haha. The Religion & Theology faculty, 
Anthony, the hockey team, apt. 209 and so much more, 
Really, there's a lot to miss about Redeemer, and I wish I 
had of taken a step back to enjoy it more. 


Any advice for current students? 

Fully engage in the community but seek opportunities 
to serve outside of it as well (and Redeemer has many). 
As I now Pastor on the University Campus I wish I had 
of sought more opportunities to engage with students 
outside of Redeemer. Looking back, I would have pur- 
sued more opportunities to serve peers at McMaster and 
Mohawk. I've since learned of a church named ‘Lift’ (lift- 
church.ca) that exists to serve McMaster, I'd start there. 


What's the weirdest thing you ever found at the bottom of 


your pocket? 
Soul. 


Brandon & Emma Richardson 


Name: Emma Richardson // Age: 23 


Majors/Minors: Psychology Honours Major / Religion & 
Theology Major 


What are you doing with your life? 

Pursuing a Masters degree at Wilfrid Laurier University 
in Spiritual Care and Psychotherapy while pastoring The 
Embassy alongside my husband Brandon. 


How did your education at Redeemer prepare you for 
what you are doing now? 

Redeemer taught me about community. This seems to 

be the most important element of going into a helping 
profession. Both inside and outside of the classroom I 
learned how to learn, share opinions with respect, and be 
responsible for my education. My education at Redeemer 
prepared me for the many problems, challenges, and . 
triumphs that I would experience in grad school as well as 
pastoring. 


What do you miss about Redeemer? 

The people! From the professors to administration to 

my peers. Everyone greets you with a smile, cares deeply 
about you, and is willing to walk with you through the 
highs and lows. There is a very strong support network at 
Redeemer that you just can’t find everywhere you go. 


Any advice for current students? 

Enjoy it! Take time to learn about yourself as much as 
possible. Try things out. Take risks. Don't get so bogged 
down with stress that you can’t learn what makes you 
flourish. Ask hard questions. Make time for your friends 
because before you know it you will find yourselves scat- 
tered all across the province, country, or even world, 


What's the weirdest thing you ever found at the bottom of 
your pocket? 
An earring — that wasn’t mine. 


Justine Dyk 


Name: Justine Dyk // Age: 22 


Majors/Minors: History/ English & Psychology 


What are you doing with your life? 

I am currently finishing up a Post Graduate Event 
Management Certificate Program at Conestoga College. 
I’m also working part-time as a Sales and Special Events 
Coordinator at the Cambridge Mill. Eventually I'd like to 
see myself work for a company/venue as a full time event 
coordinator. 


How did your education at Redeemer prepare you for 
what you are doing now? 

While Redeemer has a lot to offer in regards to academ- 
ics, what I took from my time was so much more. Going to 
Redeemer taught me how to be an adult. I grew stronger 
in my identity, my relationships, and my faith. Looking 
back, I understand how important all these things were to 
equipping me to live in the real world. I know who I am, 
what I stand for, and what’s most important to me. 


What do you miss about Redeemer? 

I'm sure this is the typical, post-Redeemer graduate an- 
swer, but the community is something I greatly miss at my 
new school and as I move into the work force. It’s strange 
not having your closest friends in the same house, or right 
around the corner from you. However, the friends I made 
are just a phone call or a Facebook message away. 


Any advice for current students? 

Remember that graduation is not the be-all and end-all 
to your time at Redeemer. Make the most of the time you 
have while you're there, and also start preparing for when 
you graduate. Volunteer places and find jobs that relate to 
the work you'd like to do in the future. This will give you 

a good idea of what the job will be like and can give your 
resume that extra boost when you start looking for full 
time work. It also is a great way to get involved in your 
community and help out people who need it. 


What's the weirdest thing you ever found at the bottom of 


your pocket? 
Money. Welcome to the post-graduate lifestyle. 
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Why Everyone at Redeemer Should See Hecuba 


DR. BEN FABER 
REDEEMER FACULTY 


Some members of my family went to see American 
Sniper during Reading Break. Having spent the fall 
semester in ENG-104 exploring literary and dramatic 
representations of war, I just didn't have the appetite 
for this retelling of a problematic episode in American 
deployment in Iraq. Especially with devastating reports 
of unimaginable horror coming from that region almost 
daily. Reading Break started with news of the beheading 
of 21 Coptic Christians by ISIS in Libya. 


How should we face the grisly reality that the ISIS be- 
headings represent? How can we look into the heart of 
human darkness — a mirror of our own hearts — and be 
the better for it? How can we watch without becoming 
voyeurs of the sufferings of another? 


This is why everyone should attend the Mainstage pro- 
duction of Euripides’ Hecuba. 


This ancient Greek tragedy embodies our search for 
the meaning of senseless violence in the character of a 
woman whose family is destroyed in an unjustifiable 
war. Good tragedy, according to Aristotle, evokes the 
emotions of pity and fear in order to purge them. And 
Euripides delivers pity and fear in spades. 


The protagonist of the play is the widow of the ruler of 
Troy, the ancient city that endured a 10-year siege before 
falling to the trickery of the Greeks. You may have heard 
about the Trojan horse ruse, by which Greek soldiers 
entered the city and destroyed it from within. Of all the 


Trojan women, none has suffered more than Hecuba. 


Her husband Priam was brutally killed by Pyrrhus, who 
was avenging the death of his own father, Achilles, 


Hecuba’s daughter Polyxena is to be sacrificed by the 
Greeks to honour Achilles and to ensure favourable 
winds for their journey home. Her son Polydorus is 
killed by Polymestor, a family friend who betrayed He- 
cuba’s trust out of lust for gold. Bereft of husband, sons, 
and daughter, without possession or position, no one 


knows the trouble she’s seen. Almost makes you think of 


Job. 


Euripides zooms in on Hecuba’s desire for retributive 
justice, that old Nemesis theme of Greek tragedy. What 


should justice look like in Hecuba’s case? How might the 
debt of her immense losses be repaid? What should a Ca- 
nadian Silver Cross Mother say to the person who made 


the IED that killed her son in Afghanistan? Euripides 
forces his audience to experience viscerally the tempta- 
tion for vengeance. At the same time, the audience feels 
utterly exhausted by the cycle of retribution, and we 
yearn for an end to the bloodshed. 


There is something modern about Euripides’ rejection of 


easy solutions to the problem he presents. With power- 


L 


HECUBA 


ful political forces on the one hand and a traumatized 
woman on the other, Euripides demands that the audi- 
ence hold thoughts and feelings in unresolved tension. 
That's exactly why we need to see this play. 


Marina Warner has argued that Euripides deliberately 
moves our attention away from an ethics of revenge 

to an ethics of empathy. This is not Hollywood's air- 
brushed world of Brad Pitt's Troy, nor does it give us an 
adrenalin rush of voyeuristic pleasure. Hecuba puts war 
in the middle of hearth and home. It’s painful to watch 
Hecuba’s response to her situation, almost unbearable 
at times. But we need to own up to the hate-filled urges 
that, frankly, are natural to us. 


Sadly, the retributive justice in Hecuba does not become 
restorative, nor does reconciliation ever really replace 
revenge. Hecuba tells us that vengeance cannot be satis- 
fied, human deaths are never sacrificial, and fate offers 
no reprieve. The only hope, which lies beyond the scope 
of Euripides’ play, is the peace that comes with forgive- 
ness. For the time being, though, we grieve with Hecuba, 
in pity and fear, while ISIS continues its murderous 
irae of terror. There but for the grace of God, go 


A PLAY BY EURIPIDES 
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Movie Review: Oscar Nominated Film Selma 


RYAN VAN TIL 
CROWN STAFF 


“Selma” is an effective movie. David Oyelowo gives a 
pretty good performance as Martin Luther King Jr. If 
you're into social justice, interested in American history, 
or love the Civil Rights movement, I highly recommend 
the movie. You’re almost guaranteed to like it. 


What kind of review is that, you ask? Well, “Selma” isn’t 
the great movie that critics are claiming — in fact, it’s 
pretty bad. 


But if it’s bad, what did “Selma” do effectively? It did a 
good job of telling the story of the march from Selma to 
Montgomery; it did a good job at emphasizing just how 
important it was to the Civil Rights movement. MLK,J's 
speeches are pretty inspiring and the movie focused 

on them really well, even ending on one — though the 
speeches are rewritten due to copyright issues and might 
be distracting if you know them. There’s also a rap song 
during the credits, which is really good. The marketing 
team released a great poster for the movie. And that's it. 


Its effectiveness was reminiscent of the movie “Precious”, 
which was also a poorly made movie but had one great 
performance and a powerful final scene. “Selma” has the 
same three glaring problems as “Precious.” The script is 
unfocussed, the directing is unprofessional and the lead- 
ing performance is vastly overrated. 


“Selma” felt like two scripts mashed together — like the 
producers weren't sure if they wanted to do a historical 
re-enactment or a biopic. This lack of focus was most ap- 
parent when the movie pasted text on the screen, written 
from the FBI to the president. At first it seemed as though 
it was some sort of attempt to make this relevant to the 
NSA today, but the text just recounted exactly what had 
happened or what was about to happen. The movie also 
jarringly cuts between scenes of characters organizing the 
march and MLKJ’s home life without any attempt to con- 
nect anything or establish tone or pacing. 


it turns out that the script was originally about the Selma 
march from then President Johnson's perspective — how 
his moral convictions while trying to get 


Southern officials to support his “Great Society” project. 


The movie was meant to be a historical retelling. But when 


director Ava DuVernay got the script she rewrote it to 
make it more of a biopic about King. The re-write is pain- 
fully obvious. 


In case you think this is nitpicking, a script that people 
claimed was snubbed for an Oscar nom shouldn't confuse 
people who know what makes a good script. 


Did you see the movie “The Butler”? It had a predictable 
colour scheme of gold and burgundy for good character 
scenes and bleak colours for bad character scenes. Selma 
is the exact same. And no effort was made to do anything 
clever with these predictably coloured locations; people 
just sit and talk or stand and talk — usually in someone's 
living room. 


(In case you don't know what I mean, there's a scene in 
this year’s “Gone Girl” where the main character and his 
lawyer are prepping to do a talk show. They're lounging in 


the studio's lounge. The lawyer is trying to get his client to 


act naturally and throws food from the buffet table at him 


when he tenses up. It’s a little detail, but it's fun to watch a 


mundane location add a dynamic to the scene that makes 
it fresh and interesting. Good directing makes otherwise 
boring scenes engaging; sometimes it can be so subtle you 
don't even notice it. It means the director thought about 
the scene more than not at all.) 


Selma also boasts some of the worst extras I've ever seen 
in a movie; everyone looks so serious that it’s like some- 
one told them they were part of a movie. Background 
characters always have a stern, pensive face, The (mis) 
use of slow-motion is both baffling and distracting. And 
almost every shot of this cheese is a flat angle at eye level. 


While some might consider this nitpicking, directing that 
people thought was snubbed for an Oscar nom shouldn't 
punish the viewer for knowing about good directing. 


Finally, there's the main performance. The AV Club's 
A.A. Dowd put it perfectly, ‘saying “Oyelowo can’t match 


misses the almost musical pitch to King’s voice, he misses 
the exaggerated hand gestures and, most importantly, he 

misses the passion in the delivery. Can a performance re- 

ally be called good if the actor misses the most iconic and 
defining features of his character? 


A historical performance that people thought was snubbed 
for an Oscar nom shouldn't punish the viewer who knows 
how a historical figure spoke. 


So can a historical movie be good if it fails at being histori- 
cal and a movie? As I write, “Selma” has 98% on Rotten 
Tomatoes, so apparently this review is wrong. But perhaps 
the London Evening Standard’s David Sexton has it right 
when he says Selma is “difficult to review as a film. In 
some ways it’s beyond criticism as the first-ever major 
movie about [Dr. King].” 


Sexton is certainly right when he says the over-moralizing 
of the movie “doesn’t make for great cinema.” 


“Selma” didn't connect with me on an emotional level; I 
assume that its message more than its artistry has reso- 
nated with those giving the movie rave reviews. After all, 
“Precious” also opened to critical acclaim. 


But just as Al Gore probably wouldn't call “Birdemic: 
Shock and Terror” a good movie because it had an envi- 
ronmental message, everyone draws the line somewhere 
when calling a movie bad — despite “agreeing” with it. The 
“line” of this review is just a bit further out than most. 

Do I like MLKJ's teachings and movement? Absolutely. 
Would that stop me from calling a movie about him ter- 
rible? No way. 


So, in light of that I'll repeat what I said at the beginning 
of the review: if you like history or social justice, see this 
movie, But if you want to see the movie people claimed 
“Selma” was. If you want to see a movie that is among 

the best examples of the year's films, if you want to see 
something fresh, oe hee artistic, something challenging 


ur), then skip “Selma” — 
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The Gratitude of a Fourth Year 


SARAH POAPS 


It is now reading break, and it is beginning to dawn on 
me that when I get back to Redeemer, this will be it. I will 
return to school and hit the ground running and non-stop 
until I have written my final exam. 


I have grossly oversimplified the whole remainder of my 
semester. Of course there is Easter, there are lulls in each 
week ... sort of? There is church in the box in between. A 
couple Crown papers are yet to come out... There are lots 
of things to look forward to! 


Over my years at this institution, I have heard and 
partaken in a reasonable amount of critiques towards Re- 
deemer University College, both fair and unfair. Honestly, 
though, I would say mostly unfair. I will not get into these 
complaints, for there is a far better place for them to be 
corrected, better clarified or regretted. The purpose of 
this article is to explain my experience and my gratitude 
towards the professors that have taught me. Do we really 
understand how difficult it is to teach — and to teach well 
— the academics we are studying with the worldview that 
we have? 


This institution has provided space for learning general 
subjects: Science, Psychology, Social Work, Business, Eng- 
lish, arts, etc. 1 am a psychology student and a wannabe 
English student. While at a public institution, I would be 
limited to only speak on psychology, but since I am edu- 
cated in Liberal Arts, I do have the privilege to be mod- 
erately versed in each respective discipline. I have grown 
to truly appreciate and take advantage of this claim, and I 
would encourage you to do so as well. 


I have come to truly appreciate the disposition the profes- 
sors have with their subject material. Professors have 

to teach the same subjects a secular institution would, 
but here there exists the challenge to teach honestly and 


openly from a Christian worldview. The courses that I 
have appreciated most are those where the professor does 
not tack on Christianity in a small box at the end, but 
rather discovered their origins exist in a Creator. 


This I have learned to be a skill that does not come easily. 
I have written my fair share of essays that explore say the 
ins and outs of dementia, and my concluding paragraph is 
often a verse and a sappy recognition of where I stand as a 
Christian. I have been challenged that this will simply not 
cut it, especially when I leave this school and have to write 
papers for a secular institution. Sure I could use the same 
paper framework, just take out my Christian perspective. 


Through psychology I am learning what it really means 
when the Bible says that God is in and through every- 
thing. It is quite literal, and I cannot escape Him. Then, 
how should my writing or explanation of my education 
change? I think it will not be used as a defense or a cop 
out, and it would not be easily removed from the papers I 
am writing. I think it will come out with boldness when I 
do not expect it to. It should be read in between the lines. 
Ideally, the secular reader would be struck with curios- 
ity, but the Christian reader would look at it and trust the 
writer behind it could only have these if there is belief in 
a Creator, knowing the writer does not believe himself to 
be God. 


Firstly, I would like to point out the vast differences in the 
denominational backgrounds that are entering this educa- 
tion system. It has been my experience that the Christian 
is the most critical of his fellow Christian. While this is 
necessary for some level of accountability out of love and 
community building with one another, it is incredibly 
harmful on another level. It is harmful to the one who cri- 
tiques, and to the one who is critiqued. In a religion class 
it was wisely pointed out that, in the space that Redeemer 
is, we are all reading the same book. Instead of telling the 
other that he is reading his Bible wrong, perhaps we need 
to take a step back and ask God what he truly meant when 
he said “he came to bring life so that we might live it full” 
(John something...). What I mean to say is that religion 
majors are not exempt from this difficulty of our clashing 
worldviews; at the same time we all proclaim Christianity. 


I would like to share with you a bit of what I have learned 
... academically. I would like to share with you what goes 
on in these classes. I am often whisked into a difficult 
conversation between theologies, that I come in with, and 
psychology, that makes more sense out of life. It’s a black 
and white conversation in theology, where in psychol- 
ogy there are more grey areas than black and white. First 
and foremost, though, I would like to say that through 
psychology at Redeemer, the connection between the 
purpose of the soul and service of God has beautifully 


been made. We were created for God, and creation was for 
us. We might now enjoy life and have joy in abundance on 
this earth. Seek out the things of man and you will see that 
it is all vanity, to paraphrase Solomon. I have found that 
the more I try to make sense of things, through theology 
or whatever logic I have, | am more often humbled to find 
that I cannot. I don't like this lack of control, and I think 
this is where I would like to play God. 


Now I should mention theology for me; perhaps I do not 
have the right theology or I have not allowed my theology 
to breathe as it should. I have not let it come out with me 
into the world, where I have allowed psychology to do this. 
I can reason the brokenness of the world because we are 
humans who seek to find a creator, who will indeed satisfy 
and be our daily bread. Christians and non-Christians 
alike get this wrong in so many ways. I see that this is 
where psychology explains the inability to be fully human. 
We cannot be fully human unless we are able to meet and 
recognize our Creator. 


In one class this year we were assigned to read a chapter 
from Middleton and Walsh's book Truth is Stranger than 
it Used to Be: Biblical Faith in a Postmodern Age. It is 

a beautifully written chapter that has prompted me to 
place this book on my summer reading list. The chapter 
is trying to clarify what it means for the Christian to live 
in a postmodern age. “This means that our translation of 
creational glossolalia can be wrong, and we should be able 
to expect reality itself to correct us, if we are only willing 
to listen.” 


I like to believe that as Christians we are asked to live in 
the reality of God. The reality that promises us all things 
will be made new. My theology that I wrestle with will be 
made sense of; it will be clarified. 


I would rather sit quietly and listen to what you think than 
tell you what I think and firmly believe. I want to know 
why you think and believe what you do. I want to know 
how you came to those conclusions and what events in 
your life have brought you to these conclusions. 


Here at Redeemer I have seen and reflected on my once 
yearned for independence. It exists in the hurt of be- 

ing human, and trying to be human with other humans. 
Instead of being quick to criticize this school, or even each 
other, I challenge you to stand firm with your brothers 
and sisters. Listen instead of trying to correct all the time. 
I am learning this, for me at least, to be the most benefi- 
cial thing I can do. I do not know the best way to follow 
God and to witness God once I step outside of this institu- 
tion. But I can say that this institution has challenged me 
to wrestle with this, and to find my own way. I am nota 
consumer, but one who is expected to create. 


What a Three-Week-Old Taught Me in Three Days 


ELISE ARSENAULT 
REPORTER 


Little. From her pout to her tushy, every bit of her is 

little. Her hair is dark and thick and her eyes are ocean- 
wide. She is weeks old and her teeny fingers have already 
smeared their prints al] over my heart. 1 know she will not 
always be ours; one day the sun will rise and she will set 
into someone else's car seat. Still, my stubborn affections 
for her refuse to subside 


This past October, my Mum moved from our home in 
Oakville, Ontario to the Hamilton mountain. While her 
decision tends to my need for drive-by hugs and clean 
laundry, it was made in hopes of ez 
demand for foster parents in the city of Hamilton 


The Children 
nine months 


took about 
our first foster 


s Aid Society applic 
which is fitting seeing as 


ation process 


child is an infant. For confidentiality reasons, I'll call her 
“K.” K came to live 
be staving until she is 
rded 


with us over the reading break and will 
either returned to her biological 
to the crown and 


irents or wa put up for adoption 


w her and she doesn't know me, and yet 
diaper-changes and two-dozen 
ne bundles of thought 
haracter of God. Our 


still much to be 


mur twenty 
unraveled int 
vf life and the « 


family venture has only begun: there is 


ising a greater need: the 


learned, beheld and pondered, but here are some of baby 
K's reminders to me thus far. 


I need to treat people like they were born babies. It’s a 
laughable remark, but when I realize how much goes into 
caring for little ones, and that we were all little once, it 
makes me want to squeeze everyone's cheeks and give 
their ma’ and pa’ a pat on the back! I feel like I'm in on 
the incredible secret that is the miraculousness of growth. 
Each soul I meet is one-of-a-kind, and everyone is some- 
one’s everything. How would my interactions change if I 
thought of them as such? Patience and compassion would 
surely abound. 


A baby’s cry rattles me. Even when I know that someone is 
with K — that she’s just fussing while being changed — my 
core will shake at the sound. It’s a tight, binding, adrena- 
line-inducing feeling and it awakens within me every time. 
Often it is triggered even before she sounds; when her face 
scrunches up and her nose-breathing quickens ... Cue the 
maternal reflexes 


If | am so affected by the outcry of this one (who is not 
even my own), how much more, then, is God attentive to 
my cry? I barely understood this concept before, and even 
now I only see in part. All I know is that my first instinct 
is always to hold her. Even when she cannot verbally 
articulate this need, I see her and I hear her. With God's 
image as our bearing and his eternity on our hearts, 

there is a yearning to respond. To live is to respond to 


our surroundings, to Himself, and to each other, and His 
response to us will forever be absolute love. 


There are still mountains of morals to be learned from 
baby K — these ones are merely mustard seeds. We are the 
treasured in the palm of the Treasurer, and children held 
by He whose affections are relentless. We are heard by our 
Abba, Father; thus our outcries will never be in vain. 


Holding baby K's hand 
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Kurvits Wins Provincial Badminton Title 
Royals Badminton Star Claims OCAA Player of the Year Title 


PETER REID 
ATHLETIC STAFF 


It was double delight for Redeemer’s badminton program. 
Owen Kurvits captured the OCAA Male Badminton Player 
of the Year award and, 24 hours later, backed it up by win- 
ning the Provincial Championship in London, ON. 


Kurvits swept through the round robin competition on 


Friday and Saturday morning before defeating Centen- 
nial’s Howard Ng (Semi 
Final) and Humber’s Jessie 
Assing (Final) en route to 
his 2nd consecutive OCAA 
Provincial Championship 
crown. Kurvits did not drop 
1 single game the entire 
tournament, winning 14 
straight to finish with a 7-0 
match record. 


In the final, Kurvits won 
the ist game 21-8 before 
completing the straight 
sets victory with a 21-16 
win. Kurvits fell behind 
early in the 2nd and was 
down 9-5 before mount- 
ing a comeback and taking 
his first lead of the set at 
16-15. From there, he never 
looked back, going on a 5-1 
run to win the Provincial 
title. 


It was a proud day for 
Head Coach Benno Kurvits, 
who is also Owen's Father. 
“Owen certainly had to 


L + she eB 1 


earn it today,” commented 
Kurvits. “He had a great 
tournament, played with 
consistency, a lot of focus, 
skill, and determination.” 


The victory means a 2nd 

straight appearance at the CCAA National Championships 
for the 2nd year athlete. In 2014, Kurvits finished 4th 
place overall at the National Championship after falling 
to Humber’s Ryan Chow in the National Bronze Medal 
match. In 2015, Chow is competing in Men’s Doubles. 


This year’s National Championships are being held in 
Halifax, March 5th-7th. 


Kurvits winning the OCAA Male Badminton Player of 
the Year added to a long list of ‘firsts’ for Redeemer in its 
brief history in the OCAA. Kurvits has been at the center 
of many of these ‘firsts’ and is once again establishing 
Redeemer Badminton as one of the top programs in the 
Province. 


Prior to the provincial championship, he put together an 


incredible record of 35-2 in Men’s Singles over the course 


of the 2014-2015 season, displaying his dominance and 
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Owen accepting his Player of the Year award 


his ability. 


This season, Kurvits has been to every Men's Singles final 
in each of the 4 invitational tournaments he attended. He 


was the tournament Champion in two invitationals and 
lost in the finals in the other two — his only losses of the 
season. 


Making Space for Unbelief 


(Continued from page 5) 


In a culture characterized by pluralism, it is right to say 
that the church ought not bend to the demands of the 
world it is planted in. The church should shine as a 
bastion of light, hope, and unwavering faith in a world 
ready and willing to lure people into its grips of con- 
sumerism and unending choice. In order to do so, how- 
ever, the church needs also to refrain from antagonizing 
those who ask questions and find it difficult to fit in. 


My friends and the countless others who have chosen 
to rest in the religious space of agnosticism or atheism 
are not liars or fools. They have not chosen to live with 
illusionary ideas about reality. They have been deeply 
harmed by the church because of critical issues, such as 
their sexuality or racial division. These harms are not il- 
lusions; in fact, they are very real wounds that have cut 
deep into the core of these people's beings. This harm 
has pushed them into dark corners, as if they were chil- 
dren who misbehaved and required a time-out. 


The crux of the matter is this: there are those who have 

grown up in toxic churches that perhaps really do require 
a time-out, not because they have done something wrong, 
but because they have not truly experienced the grace and 
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peace of Christ. Sometimes the only way to experience 
this grace is to take a step back, ask hard questions, and 
prepare for the healing journey, Our churches ought to 
make space for those who are wrestling with their faith 


and who may fall into the category of agnostic or athe- 
ist. This space should not exist so we can push people 
back into our prescribed moulds for what it means to be 
a “good” Christian. No, this space should exist simply for 


For Redeemer, it is the school’s 2nd OCAA Player of the 
Year in its history. 3-Time All-Canadian Men's Volleyball 
star, Ryan Talsma, was named the Men's Volleyball Player 
of the Year in 2009-2010 


Owen Kurvits is also holder of the CCAA Fair Play award 
as well, proving his respect for the game and respect for 
his opponents. He continues to be the model of respect 
and fair play during the 2014-2015 season. He earns re- 
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spect from his competi- 
tors for his impeccable 
character and discipline 
in his approach to each 
game as well as his 
off-court attitude and 
behavior. Kurvits leads 
by example by putting 
in the hard work both in 
and outside of practice 
He is always pushing 
himself in the weight 
room and proving his 
leadership in practice. 


The Royals had another 
chance at a Provincial 
Medal on Saturday as 
well; Redeemer’s Julie 
Koopmans and Robyn 
Bennett found them- 
selves in the Women’s 
Doubles Semi Final 
match. The pair finished 
the round robin with a 
2-3 record, good enough 
for 4th place overall. In 
their semi, they matched 
up against the #1 ranked 
Yan and Zhou from Sen- 


eca College. The Lady 
Royals fell in 2 straight 
and were relegated to 


Photo by Peter Reid 


the Bronze Medal match 


where they faced the hosts’ 
Hogan & Grobbecker from 
Fanshawe. Bennett and Koopmans dropped their round 
robin match to the Fanshawe duo 21-14, 22-20 on Friday 
afternoon. 


Fanshawe once again were able to come out on top, 
although in a much closer match, and the Royals finished 
4th overall with a 2-1 loss to the Falcons. 


Cont 


people to find refuge and rest as they embark on or push 
through the road to healing. 


The beautiful thing is, these friends of mine haven't left 
the church. They still show up on Sunday from time to 
time, and they enjoy the community found within our 
local church, The church I attend has made a conscious 
effort of creating safe space for those who are wrestling, 
and I've come to realize how important this really is. 


The truth is, Christians do need to stop being wimps. 
Instead of being wimps, my church chose to take the 
scary steps towards creating a sacred space where people 
with questions and doubts can lament the harm they 
have experienced themselves and the mayhem they have 
witnessed in the world around them. Instead of being 
wimps, the church at large must slow down and listen 

to the stories of those in our midst that have also been 
hurt by those in the church. Instead of being wimps, I 
hope and pray that the church may have the courage to 
welcome all those seeking understanding and healing, 
offering forgiveness and hospitality in the face of deep 
harm and real lament. 
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